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A Planning Sequence for

The Magic Paintbrush 
by Julia Donaldson

Literary Theme: Talents & powers Alternative Literary Theme: Magic & imagination (R/1)

Text(s): The Magic Paintbrush by  
Julia Donaldson, illustrated by Joel Stewart

Overview and outcomes: In this ten-session sequence, which we suggest will take 3 weeks to cover, the children discover a magic paintbrush and are asked what they would paint with it. Then, 
through the story of The Magic Paintbrush, they meet Shen who loves to paint and draw. Shen is presented with a magic brush but she is to only use it for good. In the story, she overcomes a greedy 
Emperor who sets his dragon upon Shen. The children create their own dragon-like monsters through playing Mix and Match Monsters and record ideas by drawing and labelling a diagram. They then 
write an own-version narrative by changing the items that their main character paints and including their own monster that the main character overcomes.

Duration: 2+ weeks, 10+ sessions

Recommended Age: Reception in Spring 1 

Outcomes: Thought bubbles, labels, oral re-telling, writing in role, thank you letters
Main outcome: Own version ‘overcoming’ tale

Coverage from September 2021 Statutory EYFS Framework 
The statements below are not ‘single-lesson’ objectives, but statements intended to be covered 
by the end of the EYFS. They will often be met in part and returned to across the year and 
some will be covered implicitly through the teaching of other objectives, tasks, activities or 
continuous provision. The level of development children should be expected to have attained 
by the end of the EYFS is defined by the early learning goals (ELGs) as set out below.

Prime Area: Communication and Language 
ELG: Listening, Attention and Understanding 
• Listen attentively and respond to what they hear with relevant questions, comments and 

actions when being read to and during whole class discussions and small group interactions; 
• Make comments about what they have heard and ask questions to clarify their 

understanding; 
• Hold conversation when engaged in back-and-forth exchanges with their teacher and peers. 
ELG: Speaking 
• Participate in small group, class and one-to-one discussions, offering their own ideas, using 

recently introduced vocabulary; 
• Offer explanations for why things might happen, making use of recently introduced 

vocabulary from stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems when appropriate; 
• Express their ideas and feelings about their experiences using full sentences, including use of 

past, present and future tenses and making use of conjunctions, with modelling and support 
from their teacher. 

Note about the use of this sequence: 
The numbers in each section denote the ‘step’ in the sequence you need to take. This does not 
necessarily mean that you do one step per day; sometimes you’ll need several days for each 
step so that all children have had the opportunity to fully access what is offered as a focus-
group or independenty accessed activity. 

Specific Area: Literacy 
ELG: Comprehension 
• Demonstrate understanding of what has been read to them by retelling stories and 

narratives using their own words and recently introduced vocabulary; 
• Anticipate – where appropriate – key events in stories; 
• Use and understand recently introduced vocabulary during discussions about stories, non-

fiction, rhymes and poems and during role-play. 
ELG: Word Reading 
• Say a sound for each letter in the alphabet and at least 10 digraphs; 
• Read words consistent with their phonic knowledge by sound-blending; 
• Read aloud simple sentences and books that are consistent with their phonic knowledge, 

including some common exception words. 
ELG: Writing 
• Write recognisable letters, most of which are correctly formed; 
• Spell words by identifying sounds in them and representing the sounds with a letter or 

letters; 
• Write simple phrases and sentences that can be read by others. 
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Specific Area: Understanding the World  
ELG: Past and Present  
• Talk about the lives of the people around them and their roles in society; 
• Know some similarities and differences between things in the past and now, drawing on their 

experiences and what has been read in class; 
• Understand the past through settings, characters and events encountered in books read in 

class and storytelling. 
ELG: People, Culture and Communities 
• Describe their immediate environment using knowledge from observation, discussion, stories, 

non-fiction texts and maps; 
• Know some similarities and differences between different religious and cultural communities 

in this country, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class; 
• Explain some similarities and differences between life in this country and life in other countries, 

drawing on knowledge from stories, non-fiction texts and – when appropriate – maps. 
ELG: The Natural World 
• Explore the natural world around them, making observations and drawing pictures of animals 

and plants; 
• Know some similarities and differences between the natural world around them and 

contrasting environments, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class; 
• Understand some important processes and changes in the natural world around them, 

including the seasons and changing states of matter. 

Specific Area: Expressive Arts and Design   
ELG: Creating with Materials   
• Safely use and explore a variety of materials, tools and techniques, experimenting with 

colour, design, texture, form and function; 
• Share their creations, explaining the process they have used; 
• Make use of props and materials when role playing characters in narratives and stories. 
ELG: Being Imaginative and Expressive 
• Invent, adapt and recount narratives and stories with peers and their teacher; 
• Sing a range of well-known nursery rhymes and songs; 
• Perform songs, rhymes, poems and stories with others, and – when appropriate – try to 

move in time with music. 

N.B In line with the recommendations within the framework this document should not be 
prescriptive and ‘planning and guiding what children learn, practitioners must reflect on the 
different rates at which children are developing and adjust their practice appropriately. Three 
characteristics of effective teaching and learning are: 
• playing and exploring - children investigate and experience things, and ‘have a go’ 
• active learning - children concentrate and keep on trying if they encounter difficulties, and 

enjoy achievements 
• creating and thinking critically - children have and develop their own ideas, make links 

between ideas, and develop strategies for doing things’
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